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Addition & 

15 days worth of lesson plans

Xxxxxxxx

Subtraction



Lesson Plans 
These lesson plans were designed to be used over 15 days. They cover 
addition strategies with sums up to 20 and subtraction strategies 
with differences from 20. They are to be used as a guide when 
planning instruction. Depending on your curriculum pacing guide, you 
may have more or less days to teach this concept.

Each day includes a warm up activity (5 minutes), whole group lesson 
(10-20 minutes), independent practice activity (10 minutes) and a 
small group activity (15 minutes). Times can be adjusted based on your 
schedule. You can read more about how to set up your math block on 
my blog. (See Getting Started with Guided Math Page). 

These lesson plans are 
filled with hands on 
engagement and 
interactive notebook 
activities. Games and 
task cards are included 
and can be used all 
year long. You will not 
find lots of worksheets 
in this unit. 



Mini Posters



Daily Word Problem
This unit features a daily word problem each day to practice addition and subtraction in 
a problem solving format. These can be done during whole group the whole group lesson, 

independent practice time, or your small group time. 



Higher Order Thinking
These H.O.T. tasks are to be used to guide students and get them thinking. These tasks 
are both challenging and fun. There are multiple types of each problem. Some include a 
challenge question that can be used to allow students to challenge themselves a little 
further. These tasks can be used during a whole group warm up, math talk time, small 
groups, or as exit tickets. I love to see the discussions that occur when my students 
walk me through their process. They show their peers new ways of thinking that help 
them in later tasks. They also impress me over and over again! 



Flash Cards
Addition Cards - Sums to 20

Subtraction Cards – Difference from 20



Helpful Tools
These manipulative mats can be used for multiple strategies to help 

students solve problems. 
• ten frame
• twenty frame
• 100 chart
• 120 chart



Addition Strategies Chart
This anchor chart will be completed over the course of a 
week. A different section will be discussed and filled out each 
day. 



Day 1
Whole Group

Independent Practice

Small Group

Introduce the +0 strategy. Then 
practice the Turn around 
strategy using dominos and a 
number line. Both strategies will 
be added to an anchor chart. 

Students will practice 
adding +0, +1, and +2 
facts with the Spin 
and Add Journal 

Activity. They’ll use 
their number line to 
solve for the sum. 

Students will practice adding 
numbers on a number line using a 
slider plastic bag and addition 
fact cards. 



Day 2
Whole Group

Independent Practice

Small Group

Students will learn the 
doubles strategy and add it 
to their strategy chart. Then 
complete the doubles booklet. 

Students will use a strip 
of paper and a hole 
punch to create a 

doubles fact in their 
journal. 

Repeat from Day 1. Using pipe 
cleaners and pom pom balls, 
students will practice building 2-
digit addition problems on their 
work mats and solving for the 
sum. 



Day 3
Whole Group

Independent Practice

Small Group

Introduce the doubles +1 strategy and 
add it to your anchor chart. As a 
group, complete the doubles & doubles 
+1 pocket chart sort. 

Using dice, students will play Roll 
a Double +1 in their math 

journals. 

Introduce students to the 
counting on strategy and play 
Flip, Count and Add.  



Day 4
Whole Group

Independent Practice

Small Group

Students will practice making facts 
with sums of ten. They’ll explore 10 
facts by making bead bracelets and 
writing turn around facts in their 
journal. 

Students will play 
Shake, Rattle, and 

Count. 

Introduce students to the 
counting on strategy and play 
Flip, Count and Add.  



Day 5
Whole Group

Independent Practice

Small Group

Introduce students to the make a ten 
strategy. Students will practice relating 
basic addition facts to tens facts using 
a twenty frame and counters. 

Students will practice the make a 
ten strategy with the Flip to Ten 

Journal Activity. 

Students use the make a ten 
strategy and play Flip to Ten. 



Day 6
Whole Group

Independent Practice

Small Group

Introduce the drawing a picture 
subtraction strategy and add it to 
your anchor chart. 

Students will practice drawing out 
subtraction problems using the 
Draw It and Solve It Journal 

Activity. 

Students use the make a ten 
strategy and play Flip to Ten. 



Subtraction Strategies Chart
This anchor chart will be completed over the course of a 
week. A different section will be discussed and filled out each 
day. 



Day 7
Whole Group

Independent Practice

Small Group

Introduce the counting back strategy 
and practice it using a beaded number 
line. 

Students will pair up and play 
Subtraction Bump with a partner. 

Students will practice 
subtracting numbers on a 
number line using a slider plastic 
bag and subtraction fact cards. 



Day 8
Whole Group

Independent Practice

Small Group

Students will determine which symbol 
belongs to doubles math facts using the 
Which is it PowerPoint and dry erase 
boards. 

Students will complete and sort 
doubles addition and subtraction 

facts with the Doubles Fact 
Flipbook.

Students will practice 
subtracting numbers on a 
number line using a slider plastic 
bag and subtraction fact cards. 



Day 9
Whole Group

Small Group

Students will practice subtracting facts 
from 10 by playing Knocking Down Pins. 
They’ll bowl, find the difference and 
record their answer on their recording 
sheet. 

Using playdough, student will 
build subtraction problems 
on a ten/twenty frame and 
solve for the difference. 



Day 10
Whole Group

Independent Practice

Small Group

Students will play bingo to 
review addition and 
subtraction problems. 

Students will complete the Math 
Fact Kit Craft. 

Using playdough, student will build 
subtraction problems on a 
ten/twenty frame and solve for 
the difference. 



Day 11
Whole Group

Independent Practice

Small Group

Introduce and review fact families. 
Using number necklaces, call on 
students to form a math fact using a 
given set of numbers. The kids sitting 
down will help put them in the correct 
order and then create related facts. 

Using dominos, students will 
create a fact family using the 

numbers shown. 

Students will practice adding 3 
numbers by rolling dice and 
building the addends on a twenty 
frame mat. 



Day 12
Whole Group

Independent Practice

Small Group

Practice adding 3 single digit numbers 
with this pocket chart sort. They will 
look for facts that they know (doubles 
and ten facts) to help them solve for 
the sum. 

Students will create paper chains 
to represent a math fact with 3 

addends. 

Students will practice  adding 3 
numbers by rolling dice and 
building the addends on a twenty 
frame mat. 



Day 13
Whole Group

Independent Practice

Small Group

Students will practice solving for 
the missing addend by Mystery 
Bags and a part part whole mat. 

Students will complete the 
Mystery Addends Journal 

Activity. 

Students will create a missing 
addend problem using a work 
mat and manipulatives. They will 
trade with a partner and solve 
for the missing number. 



Day 14
Whole Group

Small Group

Students will play 
SHOWDOWN! using the 
Missing Addends PowerPoint. 

Students will create a missing 
addend problem using a work 
mat and manipulatives. They 
will trade with a partner and 
solve for the missing number. 

Independent Practice

Students will complete the 
Solve and Match Journal
Activity.



Day 15
Whole Group

Independent Practice

Students will review 
math facts by playing 
Magical Math Facts! 

Students will take the 
Addition and Subtraction 

Review Assessment. 


